Executive Functions in Children and Adolescents:

Concepts and Assessment

Peter K. Isquith, Ph.D.

Sponsored by PAR, Inc.

Description:  The concept of ‘executive function’ has gained attention in the clinical and educational domains over the past decade.  The goal of this workshop is to assist psychologists in conceptualizing, assessing, and enhancing the self-regulatory aspects of children’s and adolescents’ functioning. This important set of self-regulatory functions plays a substantial role that is central to most other domains of functioning (e.g., attention, language, motor, etc.) with impact in the learning, social, behavioral and emotional domains. Topics will include functional definitions, models, and underlying concepts, components of the developing multi-domain executive system, methods of assessment, and executive contributions to, or characteristics of, developmental and acquired disorders including ADHD and concussion. The workshop uses a case-based format to illustrate how executive function assessment practices are integrated within an overall assessment framework. 

Objectives:  Participants will be able to:

1. Define executive functions in general, understand the relationships among and between subdomains or components of the executive system, view executive functions within one or more models, and discuss relevant concepts as they affect learning, social, emotional, attentional and behavioral functioning.

2. Describe a variety of assessment methods available to measure, qualitatively and quantitatively, the child’s profile of executive function.  

3. Identify key executive function components in common developmental and acquired disorders, such as ADHD and concussion.

4. Define mild TBI/ concussion and identify clinical signs and symptoms
Bio:  Peter K. Isquith, Ph.D. is a Licensed Psychologist with specialty in Developmental Neuropsychology who practices independently in Vermont and New Hampshire, working with individuals across the lifespan who have developmental and acquired disorders. His primary areas of research are the development and disorders of self-regulation across the lifespan and concussion in youth. He has co-authored numerous works and assessment instruments on these topics.

Dr Isquith will be speaking in three locations in Colorado in April. These workshops are jointly sponsored by the hosting school district, the Colorado Department of Education and PAR. There is no charge to attend the workshop in your region :

April 17, 2012 – Grand Junction, Colorado - Hosted by Mesa District 51


Location: Basil Knight Staff Development Center, Conference Room A, 2523 Patterson Rd., Grand 
                                Junction, CO 81505

Time:       Noon to 3:00 pm

For questions only (not registrations) contact: Pat Schneiderjan 970-254-6946
April 19, 2012 – Loveland, Colorado - Hosted by Thompson Valley School District, Poudre School District and 
                            Brighton J-27

Location: Administration Building Board Room, 800 South Taft Ave., Loveland, CO 80537

Time:        Noon to 3:00 pm

For questions only (not registrations) contact: Lori Nunnally at lori.nunnally@thompsonschools.org  or (970) 679-7547
April 20, 2012 – Colorado Springs, Colorado - Hosted by Academy 20 School District

Location: Pine Creek High School in D-20, 10750 Thunder Mountain Avenue, Colorado Springs 80908

Time:       Noon to 3 pm

For questions only (not registrations), contact: Jane Moon at jane.moon@asd20.org
Disclosure: Peter K. Isquith is co-author of the BRIEF, the TEC, and Pediatric ImPACT, assessment tools that may be discussed during the presentation.  They are not the sole focus of the workshop, and are presented along with information regarding the full panoply of assessment tools in the context of a model of executive function assessment. 
